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For while one | ſaith, 1 am of Paul; and another; an of 
Apollo's, are 3e not CarNat ? St. Paul. 1 Cor, iii. 4. 14 
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For my own Part, I muſt own Inever yet knew any Party ſo | 
juſt and reaſonable, that a Man could folloxw it in its Height and 
5 Violence, and at the Same time be innocent. Addiſon, * 399. 0 
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HE ſuperſcription of this letter, a8 
the title may be called, ſhews that 
my deſign in it, is to lay before you 
ſome obſervations relating to the ſubject of 
great importance, which was lately recom- 
mended to public conſideration by the Rev. 
Dr. Foſter, in his ſermon of Catholic Commu- 
nion. A diſcourſe which, I aſſure you, gave 
me much pleaſure in the reading ; becauſe I 
thought it exceeding clear, that the ſenti- 
ments contained in it were not only promo 
tive of peace, and charity, and friendlineſs, 
among chriſtians ; but ſuch alſo, as muſt be 
embraced and maintained by every one, who 
* would 


of. 


( 4 ] 
would be either a proteſtant, or a chriſtian, 
upon rational and conſiſtent principles. And 
tho ] was not without ſome fears, that 752 


ſirable ſucceſs; and inſtead of N others 
in general better minded, would unhappily 
excite in many, an unfavourable opinion of 
the author: yet I could not but perſuade 
myſelf, that this, whete ever it ſhould hap- 
pen, mult certainly be.owing, to ſome preju- 
dice, or great miſunderſtanding in his rea- 

ders. Accordingly, - | © 
This perſuaſion hath been a in 
me by ſeveral occurrences in my little con- 
verſation; but by nothing more effectually, 
than by that exammeatton of the Doctor's ſer- 
mon, Which was publiſhed by Mr. Killing- 
'200rth; whole character of it, p. 57, is, 
That in every paragraph, and almoſt every 
« ſentiment, contained in it, it does, in its 
juſt conſequences, betray the truths and 
vi infticutions of the goſpel; and naturally 
© tends to advance and eftabliſh infidelity 
SY upon the ruins of the chriſtian cauſe.” In- 
.deed he is fo charitable, as not to think any 
thing ſo very i could be the leaſt part of 
the Doctor's intention. And on my fide, I 
have ſo much charity for this examiner, as to 
be _ ops ng that he would not have 
charged 


an. 
charged the ſermon fo heavily, had not he 
thought there was ſome foundation for it: 
that is to ſay, I have'a much greater opinion 
of the gentleman's honeſty and good inten- 
tions, than 1 can have of his ; penetration. or, 


jud ment.---For, after all his frequent out- 


cries of abſurdity and contradiction, it re- 
mains, Ithink, as much as ever, to be proved, 
that there 18 any real inconſiſtency between 
thoſe two ſermons, which he hath diſcover- 
ed ſuch an overweening fondneſs to ſet at va- 
riance one againſt the other; or that a zeal 
for catholic communion. is any ways incompa- 


tible with the ſtricteſt regard to the authority 


of Chriſt, in any of his teachings or inſtitu- 
tions. Nor can I poſſibly account for Mr. 
K--'s great poſitiveneſs in charging the Doc- 


tor, as he does, with having contradicted 


himſelf in thoſe two ſermons, any otherwiſe 
than thus: Mr. K-- himſelf ſeems to have 
been long and firmly rooted in the opinion; 
that baptiſm was inſtituted as an initiating 
rite, in ſuch a ſenſe, as that, among other 
ends, it was particularly. deſigned, and ex- 
prefly appointed, to be a qualification for 
communion, or for chriſtians partaking one 
with another at the Lord's table : and, under 
the ſtrong influence of this wedded- opinion 
in his own mind, he writes, and appears to 
think, in ſuch a manner, as tho' it were im- 


B 2 poſſible 
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poſſible for any perſon to have a ſincerely 

zealous regard to baptiſm, as an inſtitution of 
Chriſt, without forming the ſame judgment 
with reſpect to all the particular ends of it, 
as he himſelf has. This he diſcovers to be 
the caſe with him, I think, in almoſt eve 
page of his ſeemingly methodical and bulky 
performance ; at leaſt, in all thoſe: places, 
where, triumphing as a maſter of the argu- 
ment, he thinks he has found out ſome con- 
tradiction or abſurdity. But, 

J appeal to you, Sir, and to every one of 
the leaſt real judgment, whether it be not 
eaſily conceivable, that a man may ſincerely 
believe baptiſm to be an inſtitution of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; that ſuch a particular rite oe is the 

baptiſm which Chriſt appointed; and that 
real benefit may be reaped from a ſincere 
obedience to Chriſt in this ordinance ; with- 
out being exactly of Mr. K--'s mind, in every 
tittle, relpecting the ends of its appointment? 
If not, I would fain know, for as yet it is a 
great myſtery to me, whence it is that Mr. 
.- judgment has derived to itſelf ſuch an 
odd fort of a quality to determine concerning 
other mens judgments, as to prove, with re- 
gard to baptiſm in particular, that another's 
profeſs d agreement with him, in part, can- 
not be ſincere, unleſs he agrees with him 
Wholly and entirely 1 to make it neceſ- 
| fary, 


1 


92 that if another man's ſentiments of bap- : 
tiſm be in ſome points right, or agreeable to. 
his own, he muſt alſo, of courſe, concur with 
| him in making it a boundary to chriſtian 
'Þ: communion? _ : 
If you entirely ſet aſide a preſumptuous 
and deluſive imagination of this ſort, as hav- 
ing no influence upon the Doctor's Schuber, 
in the ſevere and dogmatical cenſures he 
ſes upon his comparative view of the Doctors 8 
two ſermons, you will leaye me at a loſs how 
to ſupport the gentleman's character, as hav- 
ing in it any great meaſure of honeſty and 
candour. For then, I think, he could not 
well avoid ſeeing, that all which the Doctor 
ſſerted in the ſermon upon baptiſm, might 
Ain be maintained and adhered to, in entire 
conſiſtency with what is really expreſſed in the. 
ſermon of catholic communion. Tho' the 
plain truth of the matter, as it appears to me 
1s, the warm gentleman, who ſpeaks of the 
Doctor as blinded by an exceſſive fondneſs 
and good nature, ſeems to be himſelf in but 
a bad light, through a fondneſs of another 
8 fort; fo as not to have diſcerned the true 
1 ſenſe in either of thoſe ſermons ; and to ex- 
claim againſt others as blind only becauſe they 
can't ſee juſt as he does. 
For in the ſermon upon. baptiſm, there 3 is 
not a lingle ſentence winch contains any 


thing 


BE 

thing directly relating to the terms of com- 
munion among chriſtians; or which repre- 
ſents it as the Doctor's ſentiment, that bap- 
tiſm was appointed to be complied with as a 
qualification to that purpoſe., The only paſ- 
ſage I know of, which can be thought to 
have any remote view. to this ſubject, is to- 
wards the end of that ſermon; and, if it 
ſhews any thing at all, it is, that the Doctor's 
opinion concerning the ends of baptiſm was 
quite otherwiſe. For he ſays, If it (Saptiſin) 
« be properly deſcribed by the modern ſtile 
e of a viſible admiſſion into the chriſtian 
« church, I can ſee no reaſon why it may 
© not be as uſeful to one ſort of chriſtians as 
e to another.” Where you ſee, Sir, the 
Doctor calls this a modern Bk, queſtions the 
propriety of it, and, admitting the moſt in its 
favour, ſpeaks of it, even-in this light, not 
as abſolutely neceſlary, but only as 2 55 may 
be uſeful. Neither has he, any where in that 
ſermon, determined it as a caſe of univerſal 
and abſolute neceſſity, that a man muſt be 
baptized in order to his being a chriſtian. 
Ihe obvious and moſt natural meaning of 

what the Doctor obſerved, with regard t 
the ſacred nature of poſitive duties, and the 
obligations which chriſtians are under to the 
performance of them, is entirely conſiſtent 


with the ſuppoſition, that every one, in the 
ſin- 


j [ 29 ] | 
fincer ity of his [OWN mind, muſt judge for 
himſelf with regard: to. baptiſm, as well | as 
every other inſtitution, what it is which God 
requires of him. It was not intended to ſet 


up the Doctor's judgment in any particular 


" inſtance, as the rule of other mens faith and 
practice; but to inculcate upon all profeſſed 
chriſtians, a practice conformable to their own 
faith; a ſteady and uncorrupt regard to the 
authority of God, which might prevail above 
all worldly cuſtoms and, motives, and keep 


them from ever deſpiſing or neglecting any 


divine command, on account of its bein 
only pofitive.-»-And tho the Doctor delivers 
his own ſentiments. in relation to baptiſm, 
with arguments in favour of theſe, and in 
oppoſition to the different ſentiments and 
practices of others; yet a little candour, not 
do ſay equity, would lead every man of ſenſe 
to underſtand him in all this, as declaring his 
own conviction, and endeavouring to convince 
others, of what he thought to be the truth: 
not as giving laws, not as ſetting himſelf up 
for infallible, nor declaring ſuch as differ from 


him to be inſincere, or enemies to the truth. 


On the contrary, there are among theſe ſugh 
as he calls brethren; and, I doubt not, affec- 
tionately eſteemed as his brethren in Chriſt 
Jeſus, even at the time of his preaching this 


ſermon. 
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II I do love the Doctor, I would not flatter 
him: I rather love and efteem him, becauſe 
I verily think, that in what hath ben now 
obſerved, I have not miſrepreſented him; 
and therefore, if it has not already been your 
own caſe, you will not wonder, Sir, when I 
tell you, that I could not but look upon it as 


a very hardy and deſperate attempt in good 


Mr. K--, to undertake the producing, out of 
ſuch a diſcourſe, any arguments or evidences 
in contradiction to another upon catholic 


communion. 
The former ſermon upon baptiſm, was 


pubiiſhed,- and, I think, is entirely approved 


by the gentleman himſelf: the latter, upon 
catholic communion, ſeems to have gteatly 
-provoked and diſguſted him. Theſe certair- 
ly are very different effects, which the two 
ſermons have had upon his mind; and it looks 
as if 20h might be one reaſon of his ſo ſtrong- 
ly imagining them to contradict one another; 
tho it is evident to fight, that the main ſub- 
ject which gives offence in the one, is not at 

all meddled with in the other: but to infer, 

that there muſt be a contradiction for ſuch a 

reaſon, is like judging of colours by the ear; 
and brings to mind the ſtory of the blind 
man, mentioned by Mr. Locke, who declared 


ſcarlet to be like the ſound * a trumpet. 


For my part, I ſee as much of likeneſs be- 
3 tween 


. 5 
tween ſcarlet and the ſound of a trumpet, as 
I do of inconſiſtency between the Doctor's 


ſermon upon baptiſm, and that of catholic 


communion.---But with regatd to Mr. K--, 


there is one thing more obſervable. His 
way of writing, that which lie hath been 


moſt uſed to, is to make people, if poſſible, 
appear to contradict themſelves. And he 
has now been ſo long accuſtomed to this 
method of doing it, till, at length, he-ſeems 
to think nothing more is neceſſary to his 
purpoſe, than barely to ſay, Here, Sir, 
« you are wrong; or elſe you mult re- 
« nounce what you have advanced upon 
tc another occaſion : and then, to quote 
ce ſome paſſage from other writings of the 
% perſon he is oppoſing, without much 
* minding whether it has any relation to 
ce the ſubject in debate or not.” This is a 


ſort of mechanic method of diſputation; 


and may be called talking, or writing, by 
rote ; but, with men of ingenuity, it has 
no tendency either to convince, or to per- 
ſuade. In a word, Sir, it too much Joos, 
as tho' he thought his ſentiments, about 


baptiſm, ſo very ſacred, and infallibly im- 


portant, as to juſtify almoſt any methods 
which can be uſed to eſtabliſh and ſupport 
them: otherwiſe (it may be aſked) = 
could he ſatisfy himſelf, in repreſenting the 

. Doctor 


1 

Doctor upon ſeveral occaſions, as ſaying what 
he never did ſay, and what Mr. K. knew 
was directly contrary to the Doctor's ſenti- 
ments? Thus, 
In the 22d page of his examination, 
after mentioning theſe words of the Doctor's, 
« that one great deſign of appointing this 
ce ſocial branch of chriſtian worſhip, eating 
e bread and drinking wine together, in re- 
e membrance of Chriſt as our ſaviour, was 
« to be a public evidence and teſtimony, 
„ that we belong to his ſpiritual body :” in 
his curious method of remarking upon it, 
Mr. K. ſays; And therefore it is not that 
« act, which brings us into ſuch ſpiritual re- 
« lation with him: becauſe, as the Doctor 
e ſays, (now mind) 27 is a public teſtimony 
« that ae belong to his ſpiritual body, or have 
« been conſtituted members thereof by the 
te proper rite, which Chriſt himſelf ap- 
e pointed for that end.” Theſe laſt words 
[or have been conſtituted, &c.] are not in- 
deed particularly diſtinguiſhed as the Doc- 
tor's ; but they are, in conſtruction, cloſely 
connected with his, and are made to ſtand 
for expreſſions of bis ſentiments, equally 
with the others ; it a// comes in, as what the 
Doctor ſays. And after imputing this to 
him, as his declared ſentiment, we cannot 
ſo much wonder at it, that it ſhould be 
a | added, 


{ 3x. 

added, with a magiſterial air, © for . 
« reaſon the Doctor's ſcheme is without 
« rule or order.” Whereas it is evident, 
and it was known to Mr. K-- (which oc- 
caſioned his examination) that the Doctor 
will not owt that the rice, here plainly in- 
tended, ig neceſſary to conſtitute perſons 
members 15 the body of Chriſt: and there- 
fore the ſcheme here exhibited, 1s not the 
Doctor's, but Mr. K--'s ; and, of courſe, 
the irregularity and confuſion, which be- 
longs to it, muſt be all his wn. 

Another ſhocking inſtance of the 1 
kind, you have in p. 33. ---In the IXth pa- 
ragraph, according to Mr. K--'s diviſion of 
the Doctor's ſermon, upon the | enquiry, 
how we may come to the knowledge of the 
general invariable ground of chriſtian com- 
munion ? the Doctor's truly chriſtian and 
proteſtant anſwer, is this; Why, 
« ſearching the ſcriptures : for however the 
ce ſentiments of men, thro' weaknels, pre- 

e judice, or intereſt, may be confuſed and 
divided, the rule of the goſpel is expreſs 
« and certain, vz. that whoſqever behev- 
eth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and endea- 
« yours to underſtand the revelation which 
he brought from heaven, and to act 
c agreeably to it, is a good chriſtian; and, 
5 0 conſequence, the connection between 
C 2 0 * 
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theſe two having been ſufficiently proved, 


is intitled to the charity and fellowſhip of 


Chriſtians. And it is neceſſary that 7h1s 


rule be ſtrictly adhered to, for this reaſon 
likewiſe, becauſe, without it there can be 
no poſſible center of chriſtian unity. All 
parties being poſſeſſed with an high opi- 
nion of their diſtinguiſhing principles, 

will probably inſiſt on one or more of 


them as fundamental principles; and in- 


troduce endleſs ſchiſms and ders. 


If we are content with the ſcripture rule, 


we may unite in affection and brotherly 
communion, tho' we cannot in opinion: 


but if we propoſe any terms, diſtinct from 


what the goſpel has directly fixed, as eſ- 


ſential to chriſtianity, and allow the ſame 


liberty to others, which we claim for 
ourſelves; in every ſuch inſtance, fancy 


and partiality being our only guides, we 


muſt for ever deſpair of harmony and 
peace.“ | 


Upon this, Mr. K— remarks thus: . If 


as Dr. F. here ſays, the only way to come 
at a right knowledge of this general and 


invariable ground of chriſtian communion, 
is by ſearching the ſcriptures ; and that 


the rule of the goſpel is expreſs and cer- 
tain, and it is neceſſary that this rule be 


b irictly adhered to, becauſe, without it 


& there 


1 3 3 

cc there can be no poſſible center of chriſtian 
« unity; then, by his on confeſſion, the far 
e greater part of the world, are, I do not 
N 7 in his words, cut off from all hope of 
« ſalvation by Chriſt, but from the privi- 
ce leges of chriſtian communion ; becauſe 
« the ſcripture no where gives any inſtance 
« of unbaptized perſons being admitted to 
ce that privilege, nor any precept. for the 
e church ever to receive them: on the con- 
« trary, we have Chriſt's expreſs authority 
« for rejecting them, ahn iii. 3. 7 And 
4% Dr. F-- fays it is neceſſary that this rule 
ce be ſtrictly adhered to, becauſe without it 
c there can be no poſſible center of chriſtian 
e of ins Eon 
When you have duly conſidered this re- 
3 preſentation of the Doctor, I think, I may 
defy you, Sir, to produce, from any Con- 
troverſy, a piece of management that ſhall 
go beyond it for falſity and groſs confidence. 
---The rule, of which the Doctor was treat- 
ing, was not the goſpel in general, conſidered 
as the rule of faith and practicè to chriſti- 
ans; but ſuch a rule of the goſpel, as deter- 
mined the general invariable ground of 
chriſtian communion ; and he particularly 
ſpecified what hat rule is, v2. that who- 

ſoever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 'and 
endeavours to underſtand the revelation 


which 


1 4 ] 
which he brought from heaven, and to act 
agrecably to it, is a good chriſtian.” And, 


from an apprehenſion that he had 22 he 


ſufficiently ove, (a truth which I think to 
be indeed ſelf-evident) that there is an inſe- 

parable connection, between being a good 
chriſtian, and having a right or title to the 


charity and fellowſhip of chriſtians ; it fol- 


lowed, by neceſſary conſequence, that this 
privilege i is due to all who believe that Jeſus is 
#he.Chrift, &c. as above. The rule, there- 
fore, which the Doctor ſays tis neceſſary to 
adhere to, is clearly his, and this only, viz. 
« that whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 
« Chriſt, and endeavours to underſtand the 
5 revelation which he brought from hea- 
ce ven, and to act agreeably to it, is a good 
1 and intitled to the charity and 
lowſhip of chriſtians.” And yet, as 
th he could outface the plaineſt truth, 
in favour of a darling point, Mr. K-- de- 
Clares, that we have Chriſt's expreſs au- 
* thority for rejecting certain perſons from 
* communion, Jobm iii. 3. 5. and that Dr. 
« F-- fays it is neceſſary that this rule be 
& ſtrictly adhered to.” He might as well 


Log referred us to that paſſage, Mat. xi. 


. He that hath ears to hear, let bim bear: 


400 told us, that Dr. F-- ſays it is neceſſary 5 
al this rule be ſtrictly adhered to. For 
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the Doctor as much ſays the one, as the 
other.---And beſides, if Dr. F-- had, in- 
deed, faid, that Mr. K--'s favourite rule of 
our Saviour's muft ſtrictly be adhered to; 
and if he has not once, in the ſermon u 
catholic communion, mentioned - baptiſm as 
not being neceſſary (as Mr. K acknow+ , 

ledges) why does he (like one whom no- 
thing can fatisfy) yet find fault? and to 
what purpoſe was it, that he wrote and 
publiſhed his examination? 

There is, Sir, the ſame ſort of truth, in 
that which he pretends he has by the 
Doctor's confeſſion, in this ſame paſlage, 
That which I think he here alludes to, is in 
what he has numbred for the VIIIth para- 
graph of the Doctor's ſermon : in which, 
after making this inference, vig. that 
« whatever determines the chriſtian cha- 
« racer, muſt alſo determine the right to 
« chriſtian communion ;” the Doctor puts 
the following queries: What is this?“ 
(which determines the chriſtian character, 
and gives the right to chriſtian communion) 
 « Is it to eſpouſe the principles of any ſo- 
e ciety.or denomination of chriſtians ?. Is it to 
« form a juſt idea of every part of the goſpel 
c xevelation ? Nothing of this kind (fays the 
Doctor) can be maintained, without cut- 
ting off the far greateſt part of the world, 

N 6 | « from 
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cc from all hope of ſalvation by Chriſt. „ 
And, indeed, if to be a chriſtian, depended 
upon ſuch next to impoſſible conditions, as 
are mentioned in the above queries, a man 
might, with the greateſt charity, and with 
more truth and 9 than Mr. K. diſ- 


covers, aſſert, as the Doctor in effect does, 
that but few of mankind could be faved. 
This, you ſee, Sir, and, one would think, 
every one who underſtood plain Engl: 72 
with a little common ſenſe, might have ſeen, 
is nothing elſe but ſuch a method of ex- 
preſſing himſelf, in which the Doctor 
clearly, and with as much ſtrength as juſ- 
tice, reeds all thoſe terms, there referred to, 
as not neceſſary to a man's becoming a good 
chriſtian, and, as ſuch, intitled to the fel- 
lowſhip of chriſtians. What then can we 
think of the man, who, from ſuch a paſ- 
ſage, takes occaſion to intimate, that the 
Doctor thinks a perſon cannot have the leaſt 
hope of ſalvation, without the privilege of 
communion, as Mr. K-- does, p. 31. and 
here again, p. 33. to repreſent him as con- 
fFefſing that, if the only way to come at a 
ce right knowledge of the general invariable 
* ground of chriſtian communion is, to 
* ſearch the ſcriptures, and za the rule of 
te the goſpel is expreſs and certain, and ne- 


9 ceſſary to be adhered to, then the far 
1. greater 
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er greater par of the world are cut off from 
all hope of falvation by Chriſt.” --By theſe 
inſtances of curious patchwork, in his own . 

art of controverſy, he has ſhewn himſelf to 
be either groſsly ſtupid, or elſe, that he does 
in reality (as well as too much in appear- 
ance) think the cauſe he eſpouſes is good 
enough, to render lawful, almoſt any me- 
thods which can be uſed in a warm zeal of 
defending it. 

I do not think it radia any great abili- 
ties, to ſhew that his performance, ſo far as 
it relates to the ſubject of catholic commu- 
nion, is full of blundering and confuſion ; 
and, in bis reſpect, intirely of a piece with 
the ſpecimens I have here ſet before you. But 
to follow him thro' the whole, merely to 
give you the c, form of a compleat exa- 
mination, would be only to imitate a ſorry 
copy, which is more tedious than inſtructive 
or entertaining. I ſhall therefore leave it to 
himſelf to adjuſt matters with the Doctor for 
the publication he has now made of the 
' ſermon, with which, in friendſhip, the Doc- 
tor truſted him; and to pacify his own con- 
ſcience, as well as he can, if he has done 
this contrary to. engagements, or with any 
diſpoſitions unbecoming a man of honour 
and a chriſtian. - I muſt alſo beg to be ex- 
cuſed, in thinking it "ou pothble, that, 
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with the fame capacities, and under the in- 
fluence of the ſame zeal, with which he has fo 
notoriouſly miſrepreſented and abuſed the Dr. 
he may likewiſe prove himſelf to be a very 
lame expounder of the ſcriptures ; that there- 
fore I have a moſt unqueſtionable right, nay, 
that it is my indiſpenſible duty, to diſtinguiſh 
carefully between hem, and his interpreta- 
tions of them; and that I, and by the 
ſame reaſon, any other man, may pay a 
ſincere and an acceptable regard to the ſcrip- 
tures, even in thoſe inſtances in which we 
difter from Mr. K--, as to what they parti- 
cularly teach us and require of us,---This 
will not directly be denied me by any pro- 
teſtant, not even by Mr. K- himſelf : and 
you, Sir, I know, will allow it me, Heartily 
and conſtantly ; and, in agreement with the 
charge given to his diſciples by the common 
Lord of chriſtians, y will not expect that I 
ſhould call any man upon earth maſfter.--- 
Now if this be the real and unalienable pri- 

vilege of a// men, in matters of Chriſtianity 
and religious obedience ; if it be juſtly the 
glory and the boaſt of all proteſtants to 
maintain it ; let it only be uniformly remem- 
bered and faithfully applied; and then, I 
doubt not, it mu/? appear that the 7ruly ca- 
tbolic is the only conſiſtent chriſtian, 


In 
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In order to make this out, I would have 
recourſe to the definition of a good chriſtian, 
given by Dr. F--, which is not, I think, 
found fault with by his examiner : and, in- 
deed, it is ſo agreeable to the expreſs decla- 
rations of the New Teſtament, .and ſo com- 
rehenfive of every thing which any one can 
well include in that character, as not to ad- 
mit of any rational objection. It is this, © that 
« whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the 
« Chriſt, and endeavours to underſtand the 


ce revelation which he brought from hea- | 


<« ven, and to act agreeably to it, is a good 
ce chriſtian,” ---Who particularly are the per- 
ſons, to whom this character belongs, is not 
known to any man: and on this account, I 
_ apprehend, they are called, not improperly, 
the inuiſible church of Chriſt. Farther, 
agreeably to this definition of a real good 
chriſtian, I would obſerve, that whoſo- 
« ever makes a credible profeſſion, that he 
ce believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and that 
* he endeavours to underſtand the revela- 
* tion which he brought from heaven, and 
«© to act agreeably to it, is an apparently 
% good chriſtian.” They who anſwer this 
character, muſt, I think, be the perſons 
who make up, what is properly called zhe 
v1/ible church of Chriſt ; and are ſuch as 
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have a right to the external privileges, of of 
it. 
if this, Sir, inſtead of being written in a 
letter to you, were to drop from me in a 


mixt company, and in the way of conver- 


ſation, I might expect here to be inter- 
rupted ; ; and aſked, who they are, to whom 
the character laſt mentioned may be ap- 


plied? For the viſible church, it may be 


laid, in ſome meaſure comes within our no- 


tice, and is what we, as chriſtians, are re- 


quired to unite with, in paying homage to 
God and our 1 and in exerting our 


beſt endeavours, to maintain and ſpread the 


chriſtian religion in the world : who then 
are thoſe pertons, with whom we.are thus 


to unite, in mutual encouragements of one 
another, and in agreeing influences, to pro- 


mote the greateſt good of mankind ? Who 


are they that make a credible profeſſion of 


chriſtianity, and are apparently good chriſti- 


ans ?--In anſwer to which, I could only 


fay, to every one who might propoſe the 
queſtion,--That may be a credible profeſſion 
10 you, which is not ſo to another; and a 
third may differ from you both ; 10 that, 
in determining a queſtion of this nature, 
youevidently muſt, each one of you be a judge 
for himſelf : only you muſt remember, that, 
in confiſtency with your allowing, as a pro- 


teſtant, 
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tedant. every other perſon alſo the right and 


liberty to judge for himſelf, concerning the 


particular meaning of the doctrines and 
precepts of the chriſtian revelation, you 


cannot make the ſincerity of another's 


profeſſion to depend upon an exact agree- 
ment of his ſentiments with your own, 
. Thus far, Sir, I believe, I might pro- 


ceed in generals, without giving great offence 


to any, even in a mixt company; in which, 
as the world goes, one could expect to meet, 
but very rarely, with a real catholic, or a 
chriſtian, who is ſuch upon clear conviction, 
and whoſe principles are, in the main, ratio- 
nal and truly conſiſtent. Valtly the greater 
part, I fear, amongſt profeſſed chriſtians and 
good proteſtants, . according to the ſeveral 
denominations by which they are diſtin- 
guiſhed and divided, have at leaſt ſome one 
peculiarity, in faith or ceremony, which they 
ſeverally eſteem to be ſo plainly taught, and 


of ſuch /igh importance, as that it neceſſa- 
rily muſt be reckoned a fundamental, or an 


eſſential point of chriſtianity ; which, in 
their language, muſt not be given up, or 
diſpenſed with, in favour of any one. The 
plain meaning of which, when the ſofteſt 


conſtruction is put upon it, I take to be this: 


$ 


vg. that they, who differ from them in 
{© theſe things, either are not to be eſteemed 
* chriſtians ; 
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te chriſtians; or, at leaſt, are not in all re- 
« ſpects to be acknowledged and treated as 
6 chriſtians.“ Now, it is by this alone, that 
they are all eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from 
ſuch chriſtians as I call 7ruly catholic. For, 

By a catholic chriſtian, as diſtinguiſhed 
from others, I mean, one who is ready to 
& acknowledge, as his brethren in Chriſt 
1 Jeſus, and will admit to unite with him, 
ec in every ſocial chriſtian privilege or ſer- 
rc vice, all ſuch, as credibly profeſs, that 
« they believe Jeſus to be the Chriſt, and 
« that they do endeavour to underſtand the 
« revelation which he brought from hea- 
« ven, and to act agreeably to it.” To 
which I muſt add, in order to render his 
character the more determinate, that he 
e does not make the ſincerity, or credibility, 
e of ſuch a profeſſion, in thoſe who on all 
* other accounts appear to be perſons of 
*« ſobriety and truth, to depend upon their 
agreement with himſelf, in any one par- 
ct ficular ſentiment whatſoever.” 

I am perſuaded, Sir, that thus barely 
laying before you the character of a true 
catholic, and pointing out the peculiar cir- 
cumſtance, by which he is diſtinguiſhed 
from all others, 1s ſufficient to make it ap- 
pear to yo, that the catholic is indeed the 
only conſiſtent chriſtian : he being the only 

* one, 
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one, who does allow the ſcriptures to have, 
in fact and in truth, that authority and influ- 
ence, in its full weight and meaſure, which 
all proteſtants, in words, do ſometimes aſ- 


cribe to them. He, as being a catholic, . 


doth not apprehend his own judgment to be, 
in any reſpect, a rule of faith and practice 
to others; or as having authority to deter- 
mine any thing, to the excluſion of others 
from any rite or privilege, in the viſible 
church of Chriſt, to which they are intitled, 
as perſons who believe in Him, and endea- 
vour to act agreeably to his revelation. 

You will alſo obſerve, Sir, that the cha- 
racer of a catholic does not neceſſarily inter- 
fere with the ſuppoſition, of his embracing 
heartily, and maintaining ſteadily, the ſen- 
timents of Pædobaptiſt and Antipedobaptift, 
with regard to the rite itſelf and the ſubject 
of baptiſm ; or of his believing the doctrine 

of particular election or general redemption. 
A man may be of either fide in theſe dif- 
ferent ſentiments, for ought I ſee, and yet 
be a true catholic ; by not making his own 
opinions the rule of another's faith, of con- 
formity to them 8 neceſſary to 
communion. Alff, 

Therefore tis altogether unreaſonable, and 
without any good foundation, that catholi- 
ciſm ſhould be repreſented as giving up, or 
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diſpenſing with, any chriſtian truth or infti- 
tution. The catholic; as ſuch, does not 
give up any thing, but Hat which no man 


hath a right to, and which no proteſtant can 


conſiſtently claim; viz. the impoſing his 


own ſentiments upon others, or making them 


to ſtand for general rules in the church of 
Chriſt.--He judges of truth and duty, in all 


particular inſtances, for himſelf ; and is un- 


der ſacred, indiſpenſible obligations, to pro- 


feſs, and to act, agreeably to his own faith 
and conſcience, in every thing.--He knows, 


alſo, that the liberty of doing 74s, is a right 


common to all chriſtians ; and accordingly, 


he leaves them all in the fu// poſſeſſion and 


enjoyment of it, without the danger of their 


being, by him, excluded from the chriſtian 
church, or repreſented and treated as un- 
worthy of any privilege in it.- And by all 
this, inſtead of ſhewing himſelf to be Kiko 
warm, or unbecomingly indifferent, he ra- 
ther acts like one who is quite in earneſt, 


matters of chriſtianity ; and 7Zruly 3 


that the authority of Chriſt, and that only, 


- ſhould govern in his church, and have its 


pure and juſt influence upon all his diſci- 

ples.--And now, 
on, Sir, I doubt not, will think what 
has been obſerved, to be more than was ne- 
ceſſary, to ſhew, that Dr. — might, * | 
r 


1 
the grosteſt conſiſtency, freely propoſe, 
and ftrenuouſly. defend, his own opinions 
concerning baptiſm ; and, in the very fame 
diſcourſe, with equal fervour of mind, have 
recommended catholic communion: and, 
indeed, that to be truly catholic, is no more 
than being proteſtants, ani formiy and con- 
 fiſtently. And, | 

Admitting this to be the caſe, it is cer- 
tainly doing honour to the ſcriptures, to ſup- 
poſe, that catholiciſm is as. conſiſtent with 
| them, as it is rational, and moſt truly pro- 
teſtant. Accordingly there are frequent ap- 
: peals and exhortations to be met with, in 
them, of a ſtrain and ſpirit, which is en- 
tirely catholic : ſuch as thoſe you find, Like 
xii. 57. Rom. xiv. 5. 1 Cor. x. 15. Why 
even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right ? 
Let every man be fully perſuaded in bis own 
mind. And, 1 ſpeak as to wiſe men, judge 
ye what J fay. But notwithſtanding theſe, 
Sir, the Anticatholics (many of thn I am 
perſuaded perſons of real charity, and great 
love to all men) are ſtill apprehenſive, that 
it is by the ſcriptures themſelves, that they 
are authorized, nay obliged, to infiſt upon 
a conformity to their reſpective peculiarities, 
as the neceſſary and indiſpenſible qualifica- 
tion for being admitted to their communion. 


One ſort of them have a doctrine, others 
"x" have 


have a ceremony, to this purpoſe: and it 
vould bean inſtance of daring preſumption, 
unbecoming in any man, to ſay, or to judge, 
that there are not, on each ſide, many per- 
ſons of acceptable ſincerity and great good- 
neſs.- Which party it is that, in this point, 
acts moſt agreeably to the ſcriptures, is a 
ſubject of enquiry, which at preſent I have 
nothing to do with ; it belongs to them en- 
tirely, to ſettle it amongſt themſelves: For 
my part, I allow them al! to have an equal 
_ right, in this method of proceeding ; tho' I 
i cannot but think them all to be miſtaken : 
1 becauſe, by this means, they do, in fact, 
I | change that which Chriſt intended for the 
1 j communion of chriſtians, or of his diſciples 
E | in general, into what Dr. F-- very properly 
Wl - calls a communion of particular Secs. 
| | The qualification which Mr. K- inſiſts 
io upon, is, that the inſtitution of baptiſm be 
firſt complied with, and that this ordinance, 
WW in bis ſenſe of it, be duly adminiſtred.--- 
Wh And, as his claim is in ſome meaſure coun- 
' tenanced, by the cuſtom and conſent of 
' vaſtly the majority of chriſtians; and, as he 
. thinks, moſt ſtrongly authorized by the 
i icriptures themſelves ; I think it may not 
be improper, nor, I hope, unacceptable to 
| you, Sir, if I add a few ſhort obſervations 
18 1 with 
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with regard to his plea ; which may eaſily 


be applied to all others whatſoever. 


As to the cuſtom and conſent of chriſtians, 


| this can be of no weight here; the reaſon- 


ableneſs of that conſent and cuſtom, being 


itſelf the very thing in queſtion.---And, | 


with reſpect to the ſcriptures, which he hath 
refered to in great abundance, you will not 
expect, Sir, that I ſhould particularly ex- 
amine every paſſage produced by him : for 


this would make a volume of my letter : 


and, beſides, it is not needful to the pur- 
Poſe of ſhewing that, which, as a catholic, 


I contend for and maintain.---Let it be 
granted that the rite and the ſubject of bap- 


tiſm, according to the ſcripture account of 


them, is what Mr, K. ſuppoſes : let it alſo. 
be admitted that al! profeſſed believers in 
Chriſt, were, in the apoſtles days, baptized ; 
that this was agreeable to Chriſt's appoint= 
ment ; and that they were thus baptized, 

before they were admitted to communicate 

at the Lord's table.---And what will follow 

from all this? Why, it neceſſarily follows, 
that Mr. K--, with as many more as are 
thus perſuaded (upon the ſuppoſition that 
they really believe in Chriſt, and have a dus 
regard to his authority) are, every one, in- 
diſpenſibly obliged to be baptized, previouſly : 
to their partaking at the Lord's ſupper ; if 
| E they 
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they have not already been admitted before 
this perſuaſion took place in their minds: 
or, if they have been thus admitted, to be 
notwithſtanding baptized, from a ſincere 
reſpect to the authority of Chriſt, and to 


any other ends which may be anſwered by a2 


religious obedience to this inſtitution. But, 


it cannot, by any means, be made a natural 


or juſt conſequence (which yet, Mr. K-- 


 fhould prove, before he takes upon him, fo 


much as he does) that he, or any number of 
chriſtians agreeing with him in ſuch ſenti- 
ments, have any ſpecial authority beyond 
others, to model: and eref churches, upon 
their own pecultar plan; fo as to exclude 
others, who may be equally: ſincere with 
themſelves, in endeavouring to underſtand, 
and to act agreeably to the inſtructions and 
commands of Chriſt; and who, conſe- 
quently, may be equally good chriſtians ; 
and yet, on this very account, to prop: jate 
to themſelves the characters of the church of 
Chriſt ; the true church, the pure church, 
Sc. lt does not follow, becauſe they tem- 
ſelves are obliged to be baptized, before they 
communicate at the Lord's table, that they 
mult therefore ſet a fence about it; which 
ſhall, as far as they have it in their power, 
keep off others ; who may have an equal 
dicht. and whole DN duty it is, to 
SI tt We obſerve 
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obſerve the inſtitution of his ſupper, as well 
as any other of their Saviour's commands, 
according to the beſt of their own under- 


ſtandings. Neither is it at all naturally im- 


plied, in one man's communicating with an- 
other, that he concurs with 757 other in any 


of his particular fentiments concerning bap- 
tiſm ; or in any thing elſe, but in acknow- 
ledging Jeſus to. be their common Lord, and. 


| that ſupper to be a rite of his appointment, 
intended to ſhew forth his death, and to 
keep up the remembrance of his ſuffering 


goodne $ in the world.---Nay, it does not fo 


much as imply in it, that he thinks Baptiſm 
not to be previouſly neceſſary in order to 
communion. For a man may be fully per- 


ſuaded of this in his own mind, and act en- 


tirely agreeable to it in his own practice; 

and, at the ſame time, with great con- 

ſiſtency, be as fully perſuaded that others, 

of differing ſentiments, may be equally ſin- 
* A: : ; 

cere and good chriſtians with himſelf, and, 


as ſuch, have an equal right to communion 


| which therefore he cannot refuſe them, thro'. 
fear of acting too much as a judge and ruler 
over others, in that kingdom, and church, 


which is not his own, nor any man's, to 


govern in it as a lawgiver, but the Lord 
Chriſt's alone: In other words, a man may 


think it indiſpenſibly neceſſary, to himſelf, 


and 


| 
| 
| 
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[| ; | and to all who can diſcern the ſame evidence 
{6 as he has ; and yet not think that He, or any 
0 man, is ſufficiently authorized to make his 
Wl ſentiment a law in the church, fo as to ex- 
1 clude any apparently ſincere chriſtian from 
bl 1 the communion, or from any other privilege 
Wl in it. 855 | 
fl But I am aware, Sir, it may ſtill be al- 
W ledged by ſome, that they think the ſcrip- 
i | tures, not only have made baptiſm a qualifi- 
8 cation previouſly neceſſary to their own com- 
1 municating; but have alſo laid them under 
i obligation, to abſtain from having commu- 
bd nion with any others who have not been 
[| i | baptized. With regard to which, I would 
i | obſerve, that ſo long as this perſuaſion con- 
ll | tinues unremoved, they cannot indeed be ex- 
i | pected to communicate with unbaptized per- 
WW ſons. There is, however, a conſiderable 
WM difficulty, which I ſhould think muſt ne- 
Wo ceſſarily accompany ſuch a belief, in the 
0 minds of all thoſe who are perſons of ſo 
1 much modeſty and benevolence, as to be 
1 really apprehenſive that an agreement with 
[i themſelves, in opinion as to baptiſm, is not 
ll neceſſary to conſtitute a good chriſtian : vi. 
0 That the natural conſequence of this per- 
| ce ſuaſion, is, that they are forced to treat 
. « ſuch as may be real chriſtians, as tho 
| they really did not belong to the body of 
| | wy Chriſt z 
I 
| 
j 


2 

« Chriſt ; by excluding them, as far as they 
« can, from the greateſt ſervice in the 
« church of Chriſt : a ſervice, which, as 
« ſincere believers in Chriſt, the. excluded 
ce are, after all, bound to perform; and 
« which, in the ſincerity of their minds, 
they actually may perform, with real be- 
« nefit to themſelves, and in ſuch a manner 
as ſhall be highly acceptable to their com- 
&© mon lord.” This, I ſay, is a difficulty, 
which, if duly attended to, may be ex- 
pected to induce all good minds very dili- 
gently to confider, whether an opinion, 
which ſo naturally ſeparates between chriſ- 
tian and chriſtian, and rends the body of 
_ Chriſt in pieces, can be well grounded? 
For my part, I have never yet ſeen any thing 

in the ſcriptures, which can reaſonably be 
urged as giving it any ſolid ſupport. 

I have already allowed, purely to avoid 
being tedious, as much as can eaſily be in- 
ferred, with any Modeſty, even by an An- 
tipædobaptiſt, from the ſcriptures which are 
produced by Mr. K--, vis. That all he 
ſuppoſes and pleads for, with relation to 
baptiſm, 1s true, in every circumſtance, ex- 
cept this ſingle one, That He, or any other 
perſon, is impowered and authorized, to make 
his opinion a law in the church ; or a confor- 
mity to it, neceſſary to qualify, not only 

| himſelf, 
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ue but 4a others, for communion in 


For there is certainly a very wide and 
ſenfible difference between the two follow- 
ing propoſitions : Such particularly is, to 

© me, the undoubted ſenſe of this. doQrine, 
ce or of that command, as it lies before me 
e in the ſcriptures.” And, I am authorized 
te to inſiſt upon another's agreement with me 
& in lis ſenſe, before I can admit him to 
«© communicate with me.“ -A man ma 
fully perſuade me to concur with him in the 
former of theſe, by arguments drawn from 


the context, or ſome parallel paſſages : but 


the truth of the latter, ſeems to me, to ſtand 


in need of ſuch proof, as, for many ages, it 


hath not, perhaps, been in the power of 
any one man to give unto another : I mean, 


indeed, Sir, the proof of miracles. For 


how otherwiſe can be made out the ſeveral 


propoſitions, which ſeem abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to be previoufly proved, in order to 
eſtabliſh That, as a reaſonable concluſion ? 
As for inflance. ce That ſuch a ſet of men 
<« only can be the true diſciples and church 
ce of Chriſt, and all who differ from them, 
e in ſuch and ſuch particulars, are moſt 
e certainly erroneous, ſo as not to be, in 
« reality; or worthy to be accounted, the 
« faithful ſubjects of Chriſt Jeſus :” or 


3 n ä So oe, 1 


* 


l 


e "Us, that Chrift hath given laws, by which 
- ** ſome of his ſubjects are obliged to baniſh 
© others of his faithful ſervants, from the 
« Offices and privileges of his church and 
e kingdom.” "Theſe, Sir, are points, which 
to me, appear abſolutely neceſſary to be 
proved, in oppoſition to the catholic chriſti- 
an: And I appeal to you, and to every man 

of the leaſt real judgment and candour, whe- 
ther any thing of this kind hath been proved 
by Mr. K---, or is ever Ry to be proved 
by any one ? 

As to that paſſage John ni. 2. 5. which is 
ſo much harped upen by Mr. K. ; if Tam 
not obliged to ſubmit to him as an infallible 
interpreter, J have theſe few objections a- 
uy building ſo much upon it, as Je does, 

The paſſage is too figurative, to eſtabliſh 
« a doctrine which bears ſo very hard upon 
« the ſincerity of heir chriſtian pr ofeflion 
* who differ from him :-- if baptiſm was 
there intended, it makes the being born 
ce of the ſpirit, as neceſſary, as being born of 
« water, for the entering into ht kingdom 
ce which our Saviour there ſpeaks of : -- but 
* it was ſpoken before our Saviour had 7/7- 
<« ?uted baptiſm, for the univerſal obſervance 
«* of his diſciples, as ſuch; and conſequent- 
ly it is highly queſtionable, whether that 


** ordinance was in view, as any part of his 
5 8 * Meaning 
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1 meaning. — r which I would add, as 
abundantly ſufficient to counterballance Mr. 
Ks opinion, an obſervation from Mr. Sten- 
net; who will, by many, be eſteemed as 
able a writer, in the antipædobaptiſt's cauſe, 
as Mr. K-- himſelf ; and full as worthy to 
be regarded, in the capacity of an interpre- 
ter of the ſcriptures. In the 73d p. of his 
remarks on Mr. Rufſen, ſpeaking with re- 
gard to the baptizing of infants, he ſays, 
It ought farther to be conſidered, that this 
© cuſtom ſcems to have taken its riſe from 
« a miſinterpretation of thoſe words of our 
Saviour, except à man be born of water and 
« of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
© dom of God. From whence ſome con- 
* cluded ſalvation not attainable without 
e baptiſm, ſuppoling (to be born of water) 
« ſignified external waſhing : whereas tis 
« to be underſtood of the internal waſhing 
* of regeneration ; for there is the ſame rea- 
<« ſon to interpret (water and the ſpirit) the 
« ceater of the Spirit, or ſpiritual water, in 
e this paſſage, as to underſtand (ſpirit and 
fire) to ſignify the fire of the Spirit, or ſpi- 
ce ritual fire, in the words of John the bap- 
e tift, when he ſays of Ch ißt, He ſhall bap- 
fie you with the holy ſpirit, and with fire. 
„ Matt. iii. 11.'--Thus it is evident, Sir, 
that a man may be a truly zealous antipædo- 


— 


[3821 
baptiſt, and yet be rationally perſuaded, that 
John iii. 3. 5. is ſo far from making baptiſm 
neceſſary to quality another for communi- 
cating with him, as not to have any relation 
at all to that oramance. 
Another paſſage, which is inſiſted upon 
by Mr. K--, and 1s often urged againſt ca- 
tholic communion, is in As ii. particularly 
verſes 4.1 and 42. Then they that gladly re- 
ceived the word were baptized : and the fame 
day there were added unto them about three 
thouſand Souls ? and they continued ftedfaſily 
in the apoſtles doftrine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. Upon 
which I would obſerve, that there is nothing 
expreſſed here, to give any of us, in this 
age, authority over others in conſtituting, 
and regulating, the viſible church of Ctr; 5 
nor any intimation that baptiſm was particu- 
larly intended, much leſs that it muſt abſo- 
lutely be 22 upon, amongſt us, as neceſ- 
fary to quality one chriſtian for communi- 
cating with another at the Lord's Supper, 
any more than in chriſtian prayers : and con- 
ſequently nothing, that can reaſonably be 
made a ground, or ſupport, of that perſua- 
ſion, which naturally ſeparates ſome chriſti- 
ans from others, and foments irreconcileable 
diviſions in the body of Chriſt. It is not ſaid 
chat chriſtians were added by baptiſm, This 
7 MY 18 
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is only ſuppoſed: And, for any thing that is 
here ſaid, or which the nature of the caſe 
would ſuggeſt, all thoſe three thouſand per- 
ſons may be ſuppoſed added to the number 
of diſciples, by being converted to the faith. 
For, when three thouſand believed the goſ- 
pel preached to them, there certainly. were, 

upon this event, ſo many more added to the 
number of believers in Chr:/? ; and they may 
be conſidered as baptized, becauſe they were 
thus added by Jaith; as well as, on the ſame 
account, admitted to communicate, both at 
the Lord's table, and in united chriſtian 
prayers, So that this text does not, by any 
means, neceſſarily inculcate upon any one ſuch 
a ſentiment concerning others ; as that he 

nuſt needs look upon them to be out of 

Chriſt; or that he muſt think himſelf bound 
not to communicate with them, becauſe he 
{ſuppoſes them to be unbaptized. Again 
when it is ſaid, Galatians iii. 27. As many 
of nou as have been baptized into Chriſt, have 
put on Chriſt : There is plainly nothing inti- 
mated of any peculiar reference which bap- 


tiſm has to the Lord's Supper: But it as 


much ſays, that no man can be a ſincere be- 
lever in Chriſt, without baptiſm; as it does 
that he 7s unworthy of communion without it. 
Beſides, there is a wide Difference, between 
ſaying, As many of you as have been baptized 
110 ( hriſt. Fave ful dn Chriſt : and this; No 

man 
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man can put on Chriſt, but by being baptixedinto 


Chriſt. Whether Mr. K- can fee this difference 


or nat, is ſome what difficult to determine: Eve- 


ry one, however, muſt. be ſenſible to it, wha 
can ſee a difference between theſe two other 
_ propoſitions ; the conſideration of which alſo 
might poſſibly be of ſome ſervice to Mr. K- 
All who have been baptized into Chriſt, have 
profeſſed themſelves to be followers of Chriſt : 
and, no man can profeſs himſelf to be a follower 
of Chriſt, but by, being baptized into Chriſt. 
So that it does not follow from his paſſage, 
that ſuch a perſuaſion: as I am now arguing 
- againſt, muſt be embraced, even by ſuch as 
believe baptiſm to be one inſtance of duty, 
in the performance of which, they may put 
on Chriſt. 

The like may be obſerved of every other 
paſſage uſually referred to on this occaſion; 
Whatever a man may learn from them, con- 
cerning his own duty in particular, he will 
find nothing in them which authorizes him 
to build and rule in the Church of Chriſt, in 
any ſuch manner, as ſhall ſhut out of it, 
| thoſe who are his ſincere, tho they may be 
miſtaken diſciples. 

As to the argument from conſequences, a- 
gainſt catholic communion, it is ſufficient for 
me to obſerve, that if the catholic principle 
be in itſelf the moſt con. iſtently proteſiant and 
chriſtian principle ; then it muſt be main- 

tained 
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tained, whatever be the conſequences which 


follow from it: Tho' it muſt, at the ſame. 
time, be certain, that all had ones, which 


are charged upon it, and which may eventu- 


ally take place where catholic communion is 
allowed and practiſed; do not in reality be- 


long to it, but muſt be owins to ſomething 


elſe. For I have already obſerved, that no. 
man, as being a catholic, can be ſuppoſed i in- 


different to any thing which he conceives to 


be a truth, or an inſtitution of the goſpel; 
but is under all the ſame obligations, as others 
who are not catholic, to profeſs, and to act, 
agreeably to the conviction of his own mind 
in every thing: He is to concur with others, 
in 10 particular inſtance which he is not fully 

erſuaded 1s enjoined or permitted to him: 
and as he himſelf is not ſubject to others, ſa 
he is careful to avoid every thing which may 


have the appearance of aſſuming an authori- 


ty over them. So that here is the ſame obli- 
gation to fidelity, in "individuals, upon the 
catholic ſcheme, as upon any other: and, 

as it leaves no place for the ſhadow of impo- 
ſition, it evidently muſt, more than all others, 
be promotive of peace and harmony among 
chriſtians in general. I would only add a 
word or two more, with regard to Mr. K-- 
and then conclude. --He has reprefentcd to 
Dr. F-- (who in the main, is of the ſame 


ſentiments with Himſelf as to baptiſm) 
: that 


| e 

that the 1207 inſiſting upon baptiſm to be a 
neceſſary qualification for communion, would 
be the direct means of leſſening the number 
of the baptiſts ; and, at length, of ſetting 
aſide the inſtitution intirely. But this ſurely 


can deſerve no thanks from the baptiſts 


themſelves; becauſe it ſtrongly implies im it, 
what Mr. K-- ſeems not to be aware of, and 
what is by no means to his own, or their ho- 
nour, vig. that, with a fort of ſuperſtitious 
regard, they too much look upon the Lord's 
Supper, as an ordinance of greater impor- 
tance and efficacy than baptiſm : and that, 
unleſs this were ſuppoſed neceſſary, particu- 
larly to qualify them for that greater privi- 
lege; the authority of Chriſt, and any other 


ends of its appointment, would not be ſuffi 


cient to prevent their neglecting it.- On the 
_ contrary, I think it has been clearly ſnewn, 
that a man may be never the leſs a baptiſt by 
beinga catholic chriſtian; and that, therefore, 
if the catholic ſcheme r1ghtly underſtood, 
were to be aniverſally put in practice, the 
baptiſts, or whoever amongſt the differing 
proteſtants have moſt truth of their fide, 
would have the beſt opportunities for recom- 
mending and ſupporting their ſentiments, 
Without danger of, offending, by any ſup- 
poſed views to a party intereſt : and conſe- 
quently, inſtead of being diminiſhed, they 
would be in a fair way to become exceeding- 
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